CONSUMER REPORT CARD on Accessible Health Care

Summary of Positions: Health Care

CHARLIE CRIST

Charlie Crist has consistently supported expanding access to affordable health care to all Floridians. He points out that an estimated four million Floridians do not have basic health insurance, which leads to $3 billion in unreimbursed care. His plans as Governor include accepting $50 billion in federal funds for the Affordable Care Act (ACA) to insure working Floridians who cannot afford health insurance. 

RICK SCOTT

From his first day in office, Scott has criticized the ACA, and he also has refused to fight for federal funds for Medicaid expansion. Now, as he seeks re-election, he supports taking the ACA money – but only for the first three years, when the federal government pays the costs, and if required “health insurance exchanges” are run by the federal government.  Scott says his position has not changed. Yet he said in August, “Obamacare is an absolute bad bill for patients, for families, for employers, for employees.”  

Proposals for the Future: Health Care

CHARLIE CRIST

*Will use $50 billion available under the ACA to create an affordable health insurance 
  plan for working Florida families. Says this can create 71,000 jobs and reduce business 
  owners’ fees for ACA.
*Will set up “health insurance exchanges” to market and administer plans under ACA so
  state can keep control of responsibilities and accountability.
*Pledges to accept federal funding for Medicaid expansion in Florida, extending health
  insurance to one million Floridians who cannot otherwise afford it. Estimates that
  this will create up to 120,000 jobs and generate more than $5 billion in tax revenues.
*Vows to immediately reinstate the state Insurance Commissioner’s power to renegotiate
  2015 health insurance rates in order to keep costs down. A 2013 bill signed by Rick Scott 
  gave insurance companies a two-year reprieve from having to get state approval of rates
  for new plans.

RICK SCOTT

*Promises to continue his “pro-business” approach to health care and health care 
  insurance.



*Will back Medicaid expansion only for three years, when federal government pays 100% 
  of costs.  Says will not support in subsequent years, even though, after three years, the  
  federal government will pay 95% of costs, then – ultimately - 90%. A June, 2014 report by the  
  UCLA Center for Health Policy Research and Virginia Commonwealth University indicates
  that Scott’s refusal to buy into Medicaid expansion could cost Florida $66.1 billion in federal
  Medicaid funding over the next decade, and Florida hospitals could lose an estimated $22.6
  billion in reimbursements.  

Track Records as Governor: Health Care

CHARLIE CRIST

*Created “Cover Florida,” a cooperative marketplace where individuals could buy less 
  expensive health insurance.
*Expanded “KidCare” program that provides affordable health insurance for children of
  working families.
*Initiated Florida Discount Drug Card, giving more than 150,000 seniors access to 
  negotiated discounts on prescription drugs.
*Signed legislation requiring that insurers cover treatment for people on autism spectrum.
*Appointed a commission to recommend measures to help Floridians with developmental
  and physical disabilities. Statewide Disabilities Coordinator worked with local
  governments to meet needs of disabled during disasters.
*Signed law waiving permitting fees for disabled veterans retrofitting their homes to 
  accommodate their disabilities.
*Worked to expand programs offering opportunities for disabled Floridians to choose in-
  home care for health treatment through Medicaid.

RICK SCOTT

*Gave tepid support to the state’s accepting Medicaid dollars, only after federal
  government agreed that Florida could privatize its Medicaid system. Argued to expand 
  privatization despite negative experiences in five counties where private insurers ran 
  Medicaid programs.
 *In 2013 asked Legislature to steer more Medicaid money to for-profit hospitals, 
[bookmark: _GoBack]  questioning the need to even have public hospitals.
*Closed the state’s Office of Drug Control, challenging its drug monitoring database as
  wasteful and a violation of privacy.
*Laid off staff at the state Department of Health and cut back on many services.
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