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Summary of Positions

CHARLIE CRIST

Crist stands firmly on the side of consumers in focusing on increasing economic opportunities for the middle class and ensuring affordable healthcare insurance for all Florida families. As Governor, he worked to reduce homeowner insurance rates and led the effort to pass one of the largest property tax cuts in Florida history. Acting on his long-standing commitment to seniors, he initiated and funded numerous programs for seniors’ health and safety.

RICK SCOTT

Scott’s focus is on advancing the prosperity of the business community, not on protecting consumers. While he boasts of 40 tax cuts during his term, most of these have benefitted businesses, including reductions in business income taxes and elimination of sales taxes for machinery manufacturers. (More than 70% of Florida businesses are exempt from paying the business tax.) Well into his re-election campaign bid, however, he signed several consumer-related bills that were passed by the Legislature in its spring 2014 session.

Proposals for the Future: Consumer Protection

CHARLIE CRIST

*Will continue to speak up for consumers on property insurance rates and regulations,
  cracking down on irresponsible spending by Citizens Property Insurance that lessens
  payouts while costing ratepayers more.
*Proposes to raise minimum wage and pass legislation barring employment discrimination,
  both of which will help working Floridians support their families.
*Would continue to fight to protect senior citizens from scams and fraud involving
  annuities, insurance, and securities.

RICK SCOTT

*Announcing his 2014-2015 state budget recommendations, Scott says that $500 million of
  his $72.4 billion budget, or 6.9%, would go “directly to taxpayers.”
*Of this $500 million in “direct” taxpayer benefits, $400 million will save consumers only 
  because of Legislature’s elimination of prior increases in automobile tax  and licensing fees.
  The remaining $100 million of Scott’s so-called “taxpayer windfall” will go toward reducing
  taxes on commercial leases to help businesses – not consumers.




Track Records as Governor

CHARLIE CRIST

*Persuaded Legislature to pass bipartisan insurance package that supported competition
  among private insurance companies and reduced rates for homeowners; vetoed bill to
  deregulate property insurance.
*Opposed flood insurance rate increases and urged Congress to collaborate to provide 
  relief to Florida property owners.
*Worked to keep utility rates low; opposes the advanced nuclear cost recovery law that
   passes costs on to consumers.
*Launched Florida Discount Drug Card for low-income Floridians who do not have 
  prescription drug coverage.
*Proposed and supported $10 million allocation for senior centers, which has helped build,
  repair and maintain senior centers throughout the state.
*Created by Executive Order Florida’s “Silver Alert” system to broadcast public
  information about missing seniors who have dementia or other impairments.
*Vetoed legislation that would have reduced senior services by cutting $1.9 million from
  the budget of the state’s Community Care for the Elderly program.
*Signed “Safeguard Our Seniors” legislation that protected seniors from financial frauds
  and unscrupulous brokers and agents.

RICK SCOTT

*In 2013, Scott signed into law several measures that hurt consumers and were adamantly
  opposed by Florida consumer groups.
*Among these anti-consumer laws were one that made it easier for landlords to evict 
  tenants from apartments; another that sped up foreclosures on homeowners unable to
  keep up with their mortgage payments; and yet another that allowed for increases in
  consumer loan interest rates.
*After announcing for re-election, however, Scott changed his tune by signing a handful of
  pro-consumer laws after the 2014 legislative session. These provided affordable access to
  dental care, tightened consumer collection practices, and included a “Homeowner Bill of
  Rights” that requires insurers to tell homeowners what they can expect when they file a
  claim. 
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