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Summary of Positions: Equal Rights

CHARLIE CRIST

Charlie Crist supports a woman’s right to make her own health care decisions and has taken the lead on issues that affect women, including equal pay for equal work.  He supports gay marriage and has been endorsed by the Human Rights Campaign and Equality Florida, the state’s largest gay rights organization.

RICK SCOTT

Scott is consistently anti-choice and has signed bills that severely limit abortion rights. He has called marriage equality a “non-issue” and continues to defend Florida’s Defense of Marriage Act, which bans gay marriages. The Act has been declared unconstitutional in several Florida courts, most recently by a U.S. District Court. 

Proposals for the Future: Equal Rights

CHARLIE CRIST

*As part of “First Day of Fairness” plan, promises to issue an Executive Order mandating
  equal pay for women employed by companies doing business with state agencies 
  reporting to the Governor.  
*Also pledges to sign an Executive Order prohibiting discrimination on the basis of sexual 
  orientation or gender identification within government agencies and contractors.
*Would work with bipartisan coalition in the state that is currently urging passage of 
  employment non-discrimination laws.
*Supports overturn of state’s Defense of Marriage Act, which federal court has declared
  unconstitutional. 
*Advocates statewide registry of domestic partnerships that would provide unmarried
  partners with legal protections such as rights to hospital visitations and end-of-life 
  decisions.

RICK SCOTT

*On the campaign trail, Scott is silent on issues related to women’s and gay rights and
  frequently changes the subject when asked.  His website does not include positions on
  these issues.
*In June, 2014, Scott told a reporter, “Voters decided this would be a traditional marriage 
  state. I would be surprised if a court is going to overturn the people.”




Track Records as Governor: Equal Rights

CHARLIE CRIST

*Vetoed bill passed by Florida Legislature that would require an unwanted ultrasound for
  women seeking abortions; opposed 24-hour waiting period for women seeking abortions.
*Supported the federal Violence Against Women Act.
*Stopped the Department of Children and Families from enforcing ban prohibiting same-
  sex couples from adopting. 
*Declined to appeal decision of the Third District Court of Appeals that struck down the
  law prohibiting gays from adopting.
*As Commissioner of Education, supported anti-bullying bill that included protections for
  LGBT students.

RICK SCOTT

*Vetoed $1.5 million in budget for rape crisis prevention centers across the state.
*Signed several invasive and restrictive anti-abortion laws, including a June, 2014 bill 
  making abortions illegal in Florida at any point in a woman’s pregnancy that her doctor
  decides the fetus could survive outside the womb.
*Failed to pass Florida Competitive Workforce Act that would ban discrimination in
  housing and employment based on sexual orientation and gender identity. Bill was 
  supported by LGBT community and broad coalition of Florida businesses. 
*Supported colleagues in the Legislature in rejecting State Domestic Partnership Registry
  that would have extended legal benefits to unmarried partners.
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