CONSUMER REPORT CARD on Fair Immigration

Summary of Positions

CHARLIE CRIST

Crist believes that, as one of the most diverse states in the U.S., Florida symbolizes the American immigrant dream.  Crist has consistently advocated strong border security and enforcement, but supports “an earned path to citizenship” that would put millions of undocumented workers into the tax system and on Social Security rolls. While understanding that immigration policy is a federal issue, he backs initiatives in Florida to help the children of undocumented immigrants become productive citizens.

RICK SCOTT

Scott takes a hard line on immigration that was reflected in his last campaign and his first years as Governor.  Scott’s 2010 campaign website said, “As a nation that is based on the rule of law, we must reject amnesty, send those who are here illegally home and secure our borders.” A May 23, 2010 Scott campaign ad said, “Rick Scott backs Arizona’s (immigration) law. He’ll bring it to Florida.” That didn’t happen, and Scott stopped talking about it. There is no mention of immigration on his 2014 campaign website.

Proposals for the Future: Fair Immigration

CHARLIE CRIST

*Supports law passed in the 2014 legislative session allowing children of undocumented
  parents to attend Florida colleges and universities at in-state tuition levels.
*Will push for legislation authorizing Florida driver’s licenses for driving-age children of
  undocumented immigrants.  
*Would encourage educational exchanges that invite bright students from other countries
  to study at Florida universities in the fields of science and technology.

RICK SCOTT

*Has not announced any future proposals for immigration reform.

Track Records as Governor: Fair Immigration

CHARLIE CRIST

*Agreed with legislators who rejected a 2006 bill to grant in-state college tuition to children
  of undocumented immigrants. Now says he was wrong, that “it simply isn’t fair to punish 
  children of undocumented parents.”

*In last year of term as Governor, announced support of an “earned path to citizenship” 
  for undocumented workers that would put underground economy on the tax rolls and
  help keep Social Security solvent.

RICK SCOTT

*Vetoed law to allow teenage children of undocumented parents to apply for Florida 
  driver’s licenses. Legislation would have applied to children whose parents remain in the
  country under President Obama’s “deferred action” program. At legal age of eligibility to
  drive, would be able to use these federal “deferred action” documents to get license.
*When first in office, supported Arizona-style law that would allow authorities to stop
  people and ask for proof of citizenship. Scott said, “It is common sense: If you are
  breaking the law, then law enforcement should be able to ask for identification that shows
  you are in the United States legally.”
*Signed an Executive Order on January 2, 2011, requiring agencies under the Governor’s
  direction to verify all employees’ citizenship through the U.S. Department of Homeland
  Security’s e-Verify system.  This order also required verification of all contractors with
  agencies under the direction of the Governor; in June, subcontractors were added to this
  requirement.
*Tried to get the Legislature to pass a law mandating that all Florida businesses verify
  their employees’ citizenship through the e-Verify system. But the Legislature rejected
  Scott’s request. In June, 2012, Scott himself backed off his crusade to include private
  businesses, saying this should be a national program.
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