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Under the state’s judicial system, the Governor, at his sole discretion, appoints Justices to the Florida Supreme Court.  The next Governor will make at least four Supreme Court appointments because four current Justices will face mandatory retirement by 2019. Justice James Perry, a Crist appointee, will retire in 2017; Justices Barbara Pariente, Fred Lewis and Peggy Quince – all Lawton Chiles’ appointments - must retire in January, 2019. 

A question on the November, 2014 ballot asks voters to decide if a sitting Governor should have the power to name replacements for the retiring Justices, even if he is leaving office.

In addition to making Supreme Court appointments, the Governor also appoints judges to the state’s five District Courts of Appeal. These appointments are based on lists of potential nominees submitted by a Judicial Nominating Commission for each appellate district. Circuit and County Court judges are elected by voters, but the Governor fills vacancies on these courts based on lists submitted by each circuit’s Judicial Nominating Commission.

Judicial Nominating Commissions themselves are appointed by the Governor: five seats at the Governor’s sole discretion, and four seats chosen by the Governor from a list of three names for each vacancy submitted by The Florida Bar. The Governor may reject any of these nominees without explanation.  


Summary of Positions: Impartial Justices

CHARLIE CRIST

As Governor, Crist made appointments to fill four vacancies on the Florida Supreme Court.  Although he is considered to have appointed two of the most conservative Justices, he appointed a second African American Justice and a Cuban American who is now Chief Justice. Crist stresses that judicial appointments should be based on merit and compassion; is concerned that Scott would make appointments on basis of ideological “litmus test.”

RICK SCOTT 

Scott has not had an opportunity to appoint Justices to the Florida Supreme Court, but has appointed several District Court judges and dozens to the Circuit and County Court benches.  He has been criticized by African American leaders for appointing fewer African American and Hispanic judges than his predecessors. Scott has gained a reputation for appointing judges who think the way he does. 



Proposals for the Future: Impartial Justices

CHARLIE CRIST

*Said in interview with Sun Sentinel, “It’s important to me, and important to Florida, and
  important to justice, to make sure that we make a change, that we don’t have Governor 
  Scott appointing ideologues to the bench, as he has been doing.”
*Told the Tampa Bay Times, “If Rick Scott gets re-elected and appoints ideological wackos
  to the Supreme Court, it’s over. It’s over for women, it’s over for minorities, it’s over for
  gays, it’s over for the environment, it’s over for public education. It’s all over.”

RICK SCOTT

*Has told the Miami Herald, “If an applicant – I don’t care who they are – believes in
  judicial activism, I’m not going to appoint them.” (“Judicial activism” is defined by Black’s
  Law Dictionary as “a philosophy of judicial decision-making whereby judges allow their
  personal views about public policy, among other factors, to guide their decisions.”)
*The media reports that Scott says he’ll appoint judges to the Florida courts who think like him.

Track Records as Governor: Impartial Justices

CHARLIE CRIST

*Appointed 15 African American judges to the bench during his four years as Governor,
  including James Perry to the Florida Supreme Court. 
*Made four appointments to the Supreme Court, including Cuban American Jorge
  Labarga, who is now Chief Justice. Crist says, “I wasn’t really looking for any ideology, I
  was looking for compassion. They needed to be people that had empathy.”
*Never rejected any of Florida Bar’s nominees to Judicial Nominating Commissions.

RICK SCOTT

*Has made no Florida Supreme Court appointments, but has appointed more than 100
  judges at other levels statewide. Scott has been criticized for making selections based on
  contributions and loyalty to the Republican Party.
*African American leadership has complained that only a small percentage of Scott’s
  judicial appointments have been minorities in a state with a 43% minority population.
*Scott also has been criticized for stacking JNC’s with like-minded conservatives and
  Republican donors; 16 times he has rejected attorneys nominated by The Florida Bar. 
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